




Karen Ross, Secretary California Department of Food and Agriculture 

The Honorable San Benito County Board of Supervisors 

Ray Espinosa, County Administrative Officer 

 

 

In accordance with the requirements of section 2272 and 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural 

Code, I respectfully submit the Department of Agriculture, Weights and Measures’ 2022 Annual 

Livestock and Crop Report.    

 

Farmers and ranchers throughout San Benito County were thrown a major curveball in 2022. Changes 

in weather patterns affected growers and producers immensely. From south county seeing a few snow 

days in the beginning of the year to the San Juan Valley, which is known for its typically moderate 

climate, having record high temperatures in late summer as well as throughout the county. The 

ongoing drought took a toll on almost all farmers and ranchers. The vast majority of cattle ranchers 

were forced to cut down herd sizes in order to prevent overgrazing on their rangelands. Farmers had 

to be cautious of water usage, those dependent on the Blue Valve water were cut off ultimately leading 

to the termination of their crop. Despite these hardships, San Benito County agricultural industry 

powered through.  

 

The San Benito County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office prides itself with the close net 

relationships it has with our county’s farmers and ranchers. We strive to build rapport and open 

communication with our growers thus a special thank you to all who have contributed to the data 

collection process. This report could not have been done without the efforts of our community and 

department staff. Thank you to all who call agriculture their professional career and especially to the 

staff who collected, analyzed, and published this important data. 

 

These figures represent gross returns to the producer and do not take into consideration the cost of 

production, marketing, or transportation. Net income of the producer is not reflected in this report. 

The figures are also periodically averaged and or rounded in the process to achieve the end value. 

 

To learn more about the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office and the services we provide including 

crop reports, visit us @ https://www.cosb.us/departments/agriculture/crop-report. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ken Griffin 
 

Ken Griffin 
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Bea Gonzales District 5 Chairman

County Administrative Officer

Ray Espinosa
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Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer of Weights & Measures

Karen Overstreet

Deputy Ag Commissioner/Deputy Sealer of Weights & Measures

Ken Griffin
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Donna Carbonaro

Agricultural Biologist
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• Michael Silverman
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• Mary Ramirez
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Field Crops Fruit and Nut
Crops

Vegetable and
Row Crop

Cattle Other
Livestock &

Poultry

2021 $33,823,000 $65,207,000 $217,524,000 $21,489,000 $3,011,000

2022 $33,676,000 $60,308,000 $229,848,000 $22,918,000 $3,375,000

Commodity Summary

2021 341,054,000$ 

2022 350, 125,000$ 

Total Gross Sales

San Benito County’s 

Agricultural Value 

increased by 9 million 

dollars in gross sales for 

2022. The biggest increase 

was found in Vegetable and 

Row Crops. 



Top 10 Commodities 6

2021 Rank 2022 Rank Product Value % of Total % difference

Misc. Veg & Row $48,304,000 8%

Wine Grapes $40,616,000 7%

Spinach $37,353,000 6%

Tomato, Fresh mkt. $30,490,000 5%

Lettuce, Romaine $24,432,000 4%

Broccoli/Broccolette $24,046,000 4%

Cattle & Livestock $22,918,000 4%

Lettuce, Salad Mix $22,450,000 4%

Pasture/ Rangeland $17,438,000 3%

Peppers, All Reported $17,084,000 3%

$285,131,000

2022 Top 10 Commodities

1 1 -5%

2 2 -10%

4 3 6%

10 4 143%

7 5 47%

5 6 -5%

6 7 7%

3 8 -38%

8 9 6%

9 10 19%

Total Value 80% of ALL Commodities
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Arugula
Artichokes 
Asparagus
Beans
Beets 
Bok Choy
Borage
Brussel Sprouts
Cabbage
Cantaloupe

Cauliflower
Celery Root
Chard
Chinese Greens
Chicory
Cilantro
Collards
Corn
Corn, Sweet
Cucumbers
Dandelion Green

Eggplant
Endive
Escarole
Fennel
Frisee
Gourds
Garbanzo Beans
Herbs
Leek 
Kohlrabi
Melons

Mixed Vegetables
Mushrooms
Mustard
Okra
Parsley
Parsnips
Peas
Potatoes
Pumpkins
Radicchio
Radishes

Rapini
Rutabagas
Snow Peas & Shoots
Squash
Tomatillos
Processing Tomatoes
Turnips
Watermelons

Garbanzo  
Beans

Alfalfa

Honey & 
Pollination

Forage 
Crop 
Seed

Baby Lettuces 
Red/Green 
Romaine

Red/Green Oak 
Leaf

Butter Lettuce
Lollo Rosa

Tango

Mizuna
Arugula

Beet Tops
Baby Spinach

Mache
Red/Green 

Mustard
Tat-Soi

Frisee
Red/Green Chard

Radicchio
Herbs

Salad Mix

Vegetable & Row Crops

*Commodities in these categories are combined with other similar products 

because the number of producers of each commodity were less than three, 

or one producer is responsible for 60 percent or more of the product. 

Miscellaneous Crops

Cut Flowers (dry & fresh)
Mushroom Spawn

Nursery Plants & Trees

Vegetable Transplants
Christmas Trees

Almonds
Avocados
Blackberry
Blueberries

Figs
Kiwi

Lemons
Peaches

Pears
Persimmon

Plums
Raspberries
Strawberries

Chickens
Turkeys

Eggs

Goats
Hogs

Lambs

Milk
Wool

Fruit & Nut Crops

Livestock & Poultry 

Products

Nursery Stock

Field Crops

Seed Crops
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Fruit and Vegetable 

Standardization

The Hollister Farmer’s 

Market was established to 

offer agricultural 

products directly to the 

consumers in San Benito 

County. San Benito County 

Agricultural 

Commissioner’s office 

certified one farmer’s 

market and issued 

numerous Certified 

Producer’s Certificates. 

Staff conducted 

inspections at the markets 

and the certified growing 

sites in order to preserve 

the integrity of the direct 

marketing program. 

This program ensures 

compliance with 

California’s minimum 

standards regarding 

quality and marketing 

of all produce 

commercially grown 

and/or marketed in 

the state. Direct 

Marketing regulation 

and Organic law 

enforcement are part 

of a program that 

provides for local 

protection to 

growers, marketers 

and consumers.
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AG Programs
Pest Detection

At the peak season, our office deployed 906 

insect detection traps throughout the 

county.  These traps are designed to 

intercept new exotic and non-native insect 

species before they become established.  Some 

of the insects we monitor for include 

Asian Citrus Psyllid - European Pine Shoot 

Moth - Japanese Beetle - Melon Fruit Fly - 

Mexican Fruit Fly - European Corn Borer - 

Glassy-winged Sharpshooter - Khapra 

Beetle - Mediterranean Fruit Fly - European 

Grapevine Moth - Gypsy Moth - Oriental 

Fruit Fly - Light Brown Apple Moth  all 

amount to 11,910 servicing's completed in 

over 3728 hours.  

Pest exclusion

Phytosanitary certificates are 

issued upon the inspection of a 

multitude of fresh vegetables or 

seed crops to ensure cleanliness 

for product destined around the 

world. In 2022 our department 

issued 3580 federal certificates 

and 543 state certificates. Our top 

exporting countries included 

Mexico, Canada and China.. 

Pest eradication

Invasive plant pests are 

eradicated throughout the year 

using a combination of chemical, 

mechanical, and biological 

control methods. Target species 

include Yellow & Purple Star-

thistle, Scotch & Artichoke 

Thistle.
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Weights & Measures

Weights and Measures inspectors 

certify devices used in commerce 

that weigh, measure, or count a 

product are accurate and within 

tolerance annually. Upon the 

completion of an inspection a seal, 

as pictured above, is placed on the 

device. 

The W&M Inspectors are seen 

throughout the county 

inspecting scales and meters 

small and large. The top left 

picture is of cattle scale  

located at our local 

fairgrounds. Pictured above is 

an inspector performing an 

inspection on a computing 

scale at a grocery store. To the 

left is a sealed wire meter at a 

hardware store. 
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Consumer Protection

All fuel delivery 

meters are inspected 

annually to ensure 

the correct amount 

is dispensed to the 

consumer. 

Price verification inspections 

are conducted to assure 

consumers are charged the 

lowest advertised price at 

checkout. 

Measuring Device 

Inspections

• 3 Fabric/Cord/Wire 

Meters

• 26 Retail Water Meters

• 469 Electric 

Submeters

• 387 Gas & Diesel Pumps

• 11 Fuel Delivery Truck 

Meters

• 20 LPG Meters

• 238 Vapor Sub Meters

Weighing Device 

Inspections

• 1 Railway Scale

• 24 Prescription/ 

Jeweler’s Scales

• 39 Vehicle Scales

• 47 Platform Scales

• 66 Cattle Scales

• 120 Farmers Market 

Scales

• 140 Retail Store Scales
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Mosquito Abatement 

Program

In response to the 

introduction of West Nile 

Virus (WNV) to California, 

the San Benito County 

Agricultural 

Commissioner is responsible 

for managing the 

mosquito abatement 

program.  Our program 

utilizes Integrated Pest 

Management practices 

incorporating public 

education, biological 

control, source 

reduction and use of the 

least toxic pesticides that 

have minimal impact on 

people, wildlife, and the 

environment

Adult mosquito 

monitoring is 

conducted each year 

during mosquito season 

from April-November.  

Standardized traps 

emitting carbon dioxide 

are used to determine 

mosquito populations, 

location, and species.  

Mosquito samples are 

collected from specific 

traps and sent to a State 

laboratory for WNV 

testing. Visual site 

evaluations for larvae 

detection are also 

completed in certain 

problem areas.  A flock 

of ten sentinel chicken 

are kept throughout 

the season and blood 

samples are collected 

every two weeks for 

screening.
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Special thank you to 

department staff

Tony Wilson was an Agricultural 

Technician in our office for many years 

helping with the Weights and Measures 

program and then more recently he 

aided with the Mosquito Abatement 

Program.  Prior to working for the 

Agriculture Department, Tony has 

worked within the Agriculture Industry 

through many outlets such as operating 

the field research station for a local 

seed company to working as a loader at 

a packing facility.  

Lori Tilley was an Agricultural 

Technician in our office for several 

years working in the Pest Detection 

Program and Mosquito Abatement 

Program. Lori was our lead trapper, 

she aided with detection of numerous 

pests. With such a solid grasp of the 

program she trained many of our 

current Biologists and new trappers.

Karen Overstreet served as 

the Agriculture Commissioner 

for San Benito County for 

many years. Karen prevailed as 

the Commissioner as she 

strived to uphold the 

protection and promotion of 

California’s agriculture, the 

protection of the 

environment as well as the 

protection of the public’s 

health and safety.
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