
SPECIAL JOINT MEETING

COUNTY OF SAN BENITO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNCIL OF SAN BENITO GOVERNMENTS
CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOLLISTER


ACTION MINUTES

Friday, July 9, 2010

2:30 p.m.

Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Administration Building, 481 Fourth Street
Hollister, CA 95023
CALL TO ORDER:
The special joint meeting of the County of San Benito Board of Supervisors, the City Council of the City of Hollister, and the Council of San Benito County Governments was called to order by Supervisor Chair Reb Monaco on July 9, 2010, at 2:30 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 481 Fourth Street, Hollister, California.  Chair Monaco turned the gavel over to City Council mayor Victor Gomez to conduct the meeting.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
ROLL CALL:
  Roll was duly noted as follows:

PRESENT:
Board of Supervisors: Chairman Reb Monaco, Supervisors Anthony Botelho, Pat Loe, Jaime De La Cruz, and Margie Barrios and County Administrative Officer Susan Thompson. Assistant County Counsel Barbara Thompson and Assistant Clerk of the Board Janet Slibsager.


Council of Governments: Executive Director Lisa Rheinheimer, Anthony Botelho, Jaime De La Cruz, Victor Gomez and Maggie Bilich.
City Council of the City of Hollister:  Mayor Victor Gomez. Council Members: Eugenia Sanchez, Raymond Friend, and Pauline Valdivia, City Manager Clint Quilter, and City Clerk Geri Johnson.

ABSENT:
Board of Supervisors: None

City Council: Council Member Douglas Emerson and City Attorney Stephanie Atigh.


COG: City Council Member Douglas Emerson  

CERTIFICATE OF POSTING:

Upon motion duly made by Supervisor De La Cruz and seconded by Supervisor Botelho, approved the Certificate of Posting. (Unanimous)

REGULAR AGENDA:

1. Consider, discuss and make recommendations regarding the Traffic Impact Fee, including but not limited to:
a) The use of Traffic Impact Fee funds for a new traffic study.

b) The reduction of road service levels from C to D to be used in the new traffic study.
c) The immediate removal of the Highway 25 and Union Road widening projects from the list of improvements, reducing the Traffic Impact Fee pending the completion of the new traffic study.

Received transmittal dated July 1, 2010 from Susan Thompson, County Administrative officer.

Received overview of the Traffic Impact Fees from CAO Thompson.  She stated the Traffic Impact Fees are good for the community but are high and in these tough economic times perhaps the Fees should be reduced to help the economy.  The new traffic study would be paid for out of the existing impact fees.

Received presentation from Council of Governments (COG) Executive Director Lisa Rheinheimer.

Marvin Jones, Hollister resident, addressed the Agency members and suggested that Union Road from Cerra Vista to Fairview Road be kept on the list for improvement.


Betty Rosati, Hollister resident, commented that to remove Union Road and Highway 25 from the list would be taking a step backwards; road service level C is hard to maintain; and it took many years to get the Traffic Impact Fees to where they are and reduction or elimination would have far reaching effects.


Joan Moore, Hollister resident, said that development needs to pay for itself and reducing fees will not create more jobs.  Mrs. Moore concluded that residents should not be paying for this.


Marty Richman, Hollister resident, added that $23,000 plus does make a difference when buying a house.  He suggested collecting the money at the end when the home is finalized or sold.


Tony Ruiz, Hollister resident, told the Agency Members and staff that we don’t need a new study; that we are in a depression; we have no retail and four restaurants just closed. He said the Agency Members should not listen to the people they’ve hired.


Discussion ensued by Agency Member’s.


The Members recessed at 4:03 p.m.


The Members reconvened at 4:09 p.m.  All Members present per Roll Call.


Marian Cruz, Hollister resident, thanked the group for meeting together and listening to the speakers and stated that everyone’s views should be respected.  Ms. Cruz stated there are a lot of services that need to be improved.


Brian Curtis, Hollister resident, stated that the Santana Ranch project is not in the count.  If Union Road and Highway 25 were taken off the list the Traffic Impact Fees would be reduced by more than 50%.


Discussion ensued by Agency Members.


Mayor Gomez asked if there was a consensus to include an analysis in the new study to reduce the road service levels from C to D, unanimous yes.


Each Agency’s staff will prepare the specific documents and present them to each Agency for formal action.

The consensus of the City of Hollister Council Members, Board of Supervisors and Council of Governments were to:

1. Perform a traffic study.

2. Lower traffic impact fees while study is being done.

3. Postponement of Highway 25 and Union Road widening.

4. Include in the traffic study the reduction of the level of service from C to D.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business to come before the Special Joint Meeting, the meeting was adjourned at 4:38 p.m. by motion of City Council Member Sanchez.  Motion seconded carried by a unanimous vote of those present
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