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Spring 2021: Riverview Regional Park in San Benito County 

Welcome to Riverview Regional Park. Many years in the planning, the 70-acre Regional Park 
Project, once completed, will provide opportunities for residents to explore, learn, and enjoy open 
spaces for many years to come. To be developed over the next few years, the Park will combine 
recreation and learning opportunities right next to San Benito High School and wend through the City of 
Hollister. County staff are already working with educators from the high school and other groups to 
design irresistible activities. The goal is to design for multiple uses while, at the same time, protecting 
the habitat and spending park dollars wisely.  

County staff collected 261 survey responses about parks this May. Over 90% of the respondents 
felt natural open spaces are important to mental and physical health. Over 75% of the respondents 
indicated they use parks to enjoy the outdoors and nature, preferring to bike and walk. To this end, the 
Park is an anchor for the River Trail destined to follow the course of the San Benito River throughout our 
County.  

County staff are working to secure more funding and acquiring property to add sections to the 
River Trail. You can experience a portion of the River Trail recently completed by the City of Hollister. 
You may access this at the Fourth Street Bridge or Apricot Park. This portion of the trail will quickly 
become a favorite of birdwatchers; many different species of aquatic fowl can be seen resting within 
the City of Hollister Storm Water Treatment Pond. 

County staff are pursuing an aggressive timeline for improvements. Engineers from the Wallace 
Group are designing the parking area and a handicap-accessible path into the facility. Staff hope to have 
a bid package to present to the Board of Supervisors in mid- to late summer to begin construction of 
these amenities immediately. Upon completion of community outreach, staff will develop a preliminary 
design to present to the Park Commission and Board of Supervisors in late summer. Upon their 
approval, staff will work with a consultant to complete the construction documents ready to put the 
Tier 1 improvements out to bid in Spring of 2022. Construction on the Tier 1 improvements should 
begin in mid- to late summer of 2022. We are excited to provide this update of our efforts to date and 
look forward to delivering the completed project for everyone's enjoyment.

Ray Espinosa 
County Administrative Officer 
San Benito County 



1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 RIVER PARKWAY FOCUS AREA AND REGIONAL PARK

FIGURE 1-1 
RIVER PARKWAY FOCUS AREA AND REGIONAL PARK LOCATION MAP
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1.2 PLANNING BACKGROUND AND PROCESS

FIGURE 1-2 
FOCUS AREA MASTER PLAN



2 THE RIVER PARKWAY FOCUS AREA

2.1 SETTING



2.2 GENERAL CONCEPTS AND GUIDELINES 
FOCUS AREA CONCEPTS
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FIGURE 2-1
FOCUS AREA AERIAL MAP
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FOCUS AREA OVERALL DESIGN GUIDELINES

DEFINITIONS
Upper Terrace.

Lower Terrace.   

Mul  -use.

Primary Staging Area.  

Secondary Staging Areas.  

TRAILS 



OUTDOOR EDUCATION

STAGING AREAS AND ACCESS 

TRAIL CORRIDOR SETTINGS AND GUIDELINES

PARKWAY BUDGET
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FOCUS AREA CONCEPTUAL PLAN
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2.3 FOCUS AREA CONCEPTUAL PLANS
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3 REGIONAL PARK

FIGURE 3-1
REGIONAL PARK LOCATION MAP

3.1  SETTING 
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4.1 GUIDELINES

FOCUS AREA GUIDELINES

PROTECTION OF RIPARIAN AND WETLAND HABITATS

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES AND HABITAT

HABITAT MANAGEMENT

4 HABITAT PROTECTION AND 
 ENHANCEMENT



REGIONAL  DESIGN GUIDELINES 

PROTECTION OF RIPARIAN AND WETLAND HABITATS

SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES AND HABITAT

HABITAT MANAGEMENT



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 

Under Tier 1, the following services below would be included in the park design. 
Please provide your feedback on the Tier 1 amenities. 34 responses 

• Parking lot and bathroom are key. 
• I think this would be great for our community. Hollister is known for sports, and this would be 

a great place for athletes to train. We need this!! 
• Regional Park should have equestrian and bike friendly route through it. If the cross-country 

course is not compatible with bikes/horses will there be alternate routes for these activities? 
• More shade is needed. Will there be covering at the picnic areas? 
• Seems like it’s a great thing to have in town. 
• These amenities could be a great asset to Hollister. We do not have an area that provides 

residents to walk and exercise in an outdoor environment specifically with these amenities. 
• RC track please I own Hollister RC and Hobbies and have a lot of people interested and 

willing to help make this happen and there is a lot of my customers that come from other 
towns. 

• Yes do. 
• Love it ...need it! 
• This sounds great. However, I'm AGAINST the disk golf option. I would like to see the 

restroom option moved up to this tier from Tier 3. 
• Get rid of parking lot and get a parking easement from the high school. 
• Whiteboard seems like an easy target to vandalize. 
• I like the disc golf. 
• WE NEED A NICE, CENTRALLY LOCATED, FENCED, SAFE DOG PARK. NOT THE 

AWFUL AIRPORT ONE ALL THE WAY ACROSS TOWN. BENCHES W/COVERS. 
• RC track. 
• Disc golf. 
• Bathrooms should be part of tier 1. There need to be sidewalks on accompanying streets for 

access. 
• Most diverse utilization of the zone. 
• Restrooms should be moved up in priority. Parking is essential. 
• Seems like a great plan, just wish there was a community pool that younger kids could go to 

and high schoolers could work at. 
• Disc Golf. 
• Great starting point 
• RC track seems like a waste… 
• Great. 
• I like the combination of aspects that will meet a range of needs, from 

walking/hiking/running/biking to exercise, to education. Love the idea of outdoor classrooms! 
• Walking trails are so needed. Gilroy and Morgan Hill are way ahead of Hollister in serving 

their community in outdoor activities. 
• I'm excited about all the work and the planning to create this park. Hearing that there will be 

tier1 amenities such as a cross-country course fitness areas and disc golf so exciting! 
• Many residents go to other counties for a park like this (me included) & end up spending 

money in that county shopping and dining. If we had access to this type of park, you would 
keep residents local. 

• Yes. 



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 
• RC track and an off-leash dog park 
• Disc golf baskets near picnic areas are dangerous. The county should hire a course designer 

or get input from local players. Besides that, I like the other ideas. 
• Looks good. 
• Almost everything on this map is a waste of our taxes we pay. Outdoor classrooms, walking 

trails, are bilingual signs are useless. The only thing worth it are the exercise stations and 
disc golf. 

• Support. Include trash bins. l frequent trail and I come across lots of liter and doggy doo 
bags. How about some lighting for evening walks? Security phone??? Or alarm like college 
campuses???? 

Based on initial community input for the Riverview Park, Tier 1 park amenities have 
been identified as the top priority for the park development. Under Tier 2, the 
following services below could be included in the park design if remaining budget 
allows. Please provide your feedback on the Tier 2 amenities:34 responses 

• Trails that can connect to old and new or that can be expanded. 
• This would be an awesome for schools, teachers, students, and parents to advantage of. A 

great learning opportunity for all of us!! 
• High hopes here for the ideas of 11-16. Make us put our thinking caps on!!! Will need staff to 

creatively program them to pull visitors and community into these learning opportunities. 
Great job!!! 

• Sounds fun! 
• I think a learning experience would be amazing. 
• N/a 
• BMX track with actual jumps sure has some rollers but have it not just for kids cuz just as 

many adults ride. 
• Yes do. 
• Would use it. 
• Not sure what is meant by "launch" under #10...I do like that it sounds like I could bring my 

telescope to this spot. The rest sounds promising. 
• Put in pump track where the parking lot would go. 
• Garden preferred. 
• Botanical gardens. 
• We desperately need a nice, safe, fully fenced, centrally located, easily accessible for all, dog 

park. Benches with covers and a bag dispenser people can put refills in. Not #16, 15, 14, 13, 
12 

• Bike\RC track 
• Pump track 
• Sounds good. However, Restrooms and sidewalks for accessibility should be a priority over 

these amenities. 
• Very important to people who care about education among these topics but doesn’t appeal 

to a broad demographic. although I do think that these topics are important Restrooms 
should be moved up in priority. These are nice additions to our community. 

• All of these are awesome. 
• Pump Track. 
• Tier 2 would be an asset to the community. 



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 
• Geology exploration zone. 
• All the above if budget allows!... Park area should be for everyone. 
• I wish some of these were within the Tier 1 options! Especially after COVID, it's more 

important than ever to get education outside into the world around us. 
• Hope the Botanical Garden happens. 
• I certainly think that outdoor learning opportunities and additional areas for Learners of all 

ages to take part in are great options if the budget allows. 
• n/a 
• 17 or 15 
• BMX track. 
• Idk if an astronomy pad could be warranted as top of this list unless it was decorative or 

interpretive. Gardens and geology zones should be moved up. 
• Please ensure these are accessible. Consider wheelchair raised beds for garden access. 
• More waste of money. These are all things people can do at home. We need activities for 

people that we can’t do in our yards. 
• Support. 

The County is applying for a park grant in 2021 that would allow for additional park 
amenities at a future date. Under Tier 3, the following services below could be 
included in the park design. Please provide your feedback on the Tier 2 amenities:34 
responses 

• A pump track for bikes. 
• I think restrooms should be in tier 1. However, i agree that all of these amenities would be 

awesome!! 
• Restrooms should be included in Tier 1, even if just ADA porta potties (Google Pajaro River 

Picnic Area for photo of attractive affordable screen) until funding becomes available. 
• Bathrooms are always a welcome sight for a runner lol what about an archery area? 
• I think bathrooms are a necessity along with other things for people to do. 
• 16-19 would be great. 20 can be chaotic in this area. 
• restrooms 4 sure and have water and electricity at the RC track so people can charge there 

batteries and water 4 the track to keep dust down. 
• Much needed. 
• Need it. 
• I'd like to see the restrooms move to Tier 1. I don't know what kind of sports would be 

allowed in #18...I would vote against any sort of skateboard type area. 
• Amphitheater. 
• Bathrooms should be a priority. 
• Pickleball. 
• DOG PARK NOW. WE DON'T HAVE A SAFE, FENCED, NICE, CENTRALLY LOCATED DOG PARK 

FOR ALL OUR PETS TO RUN N PLAY. 
• Restroom. 
• Restroom. 
• Restrooms and sidewalks should be part of tier one. 
• It would be awesome to have these recreational activities available as well if the budget 

allows! 



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 
• Restrooms are essential. All of these would be great additions. 
• A county run business like Morgan Hill Aquatics Center that hires trained high school and 

college students would be great for community. 
• Restroom. 
• Tier 3 would be an asset to the community. 
• Restroom. But also, maybe showers that can be used with a quarter or coin system that can 

be used by the homeless if needed. 
• No pickleball!! Lol 
• Seems like the restrooms option would be earlier in the tiers. If not, then I hope at least there 

will be portable toilets, otherwise it will limit the use of the park for families. 
• Restrooms are a priority. 
• I would love to see all of these things come to fruition. They are all spectacular ideas that 

foster community and get people together so we can meet one another. 
• n/a 
• 22 
• Bathrooms we have enough baseball parks in this town that no one uses. 
• That all looks good. If a restroom wouldn't be offered till tier three there has to be outdoor 

facility for the public. I like the public "green" restroom at Dolores Park in San Francisco. 
• If these are added, please ensure they are accessible for people with different types of 

disabilities. 
• No kid wants to learn while on a playground. The playground is time for kids to think freely 

and have fun, not be thinking about school still. Amphitheater is a good choice. 
• Support. 
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2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 

Under Tier 1, the following services below would be included in the park design. 
Please provide your feedback on the Tier 1 amenities. 34 responses 

• Parking lot and bathroom are key. 
• I think this would be great for our community. Hollister is known for sports, and this would be 

a great place for athletes to train. We need this!! 
• Regional Park should have equestrian and bike friendly route through it. If the cross-country 

course is not compatible with bikes/horses will there be alternate routes for these activities? 
• More shade is needed. Will there be covering at the picnic areas? 
• Seems like it’s a great thing to have in town. 
• These amenities could be a great asset to Hollister. We do not have an area that provides 

residents to walk and exercise in an outdoor environment specifically with these amenities. 
• RC track please I own Hollister RC and Hobbies and have a lot of people interested and 

willing to help make this happen and there is a lot of my customers that come from other 
towns. 

• Yes do. 
• Love it ...need it! 
• This sounds great. However, I'm AGAINST the disk golf option. I would like to see the 

restroom option moved up to this tier from Tier 3. 
• Get rid of parking lot and get a parking easement from the high school. 
• Whiteboard seems like an easy target to vandalize. 
• I like the disc golf. 
• WE NEED A NICE, CENTRALLY LOCATED, FENCED, SAFE DOG PARK. NOT THE 

AWFUL AIRPORT ONE ALL THE WAY ACROSS TOWN. BENCHES W/COVERS. 
• RC track. 
• Disc golf. 
• Bathrooms should be part of tier 1. There need to be sidewalks on accompanying streets for 

access. 
• Most diverse utilization of the zone. 
• Restrooms should be moved up in priority. Parking is essential. 
• Seems like a great plan, just wish there was a community pool that younger kids could go to 

and high schoolers could work at. 
• Disc Golf. 
• Great starting point 
• RC track seems like a waste… 
• Great. 
• I like the combination of aspects that will meet a range of needs, from 

walking/hiking/running/biking to exercise, to education. Love the idea of outdoor classrooms! 
• Walking trails are so needed. Gilroy and Morgan Hill are way ahead of Hollister in serving 

their community in outdoor activities. 
• I'm excited about all the work and the planning to create this park. Hearing that there will be 

tier1 amenities such as a cross-country course fitness areas and disc golf so exciting! 
• Many residents go to other counties for a park like this (me included) & end up spending 

money in that county shopping and dining. If we had access to this type of park, you would 
keep residents local. 

• Yes. 



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 
• RC track and an off-leash dog park 
• Disc golf baskets near picnic areas are dangerous. The county should hire a course designer 

or get input from local players. Besides that, I like the other ideas. 
• Looks good. 
• Almost everything on this map is a waste of our taxes we pay. Outdoor classrooms, walking 

trails, are bilingual signs are useless. The only thing worth it are the exercise stations and 
disc golf. 

• Support. Include trash bins. l frequent trail and I come across lots of liter and doggy doo 
bags. How about some lighting for evening walks? Security phone??? Or alarm like college 
campuses???? 

Based on initial community input for the Riverview Park, Tier 1 park amenities have 
been identified as the top priority for the park development. Under Tier 2, the 
following services below could be included in the park design if remaining budget 
allows. Please provide your feedback on the Tier 2 amenities:34 responses 

• Trails that can connect to old and new or that can be expanded. 
• This would be an awesome for schools, teachers, students, and parents to advantage of. A 

great learning opportunity for all of us!! 
• High hopes here for the ideas of 11-16. Make us put our thinking caps on!!! Will need staff to 

creatively program them to pull visitors and community into these learning opportunities. 
Great job!!! 

• Sounds fun! 
• I think a learning experience would be amazing. 
• N/a 
• BMX track with actual jumps sure has some rollers but have it not just for kids cuz just as 

many adults ride. 
• Yes do. 
• Would use it. 
• Not sure what is meant by "launch" under #10...I do like that it sounds like I could bring my 

telescope to this spot. The rest sounds promising. 
• Put in pump track where the parking lot would go. 
• Garden preferred. 
• Botanical gardens. 
• We desperately need a nice, safe, fully fenced, centrally located, easily accessible for all, dog 

park. Benches with covers and a bag dispenser people can put refills in. Not #16, 15, 14, 13, 
12 

• Bike\RC track 
• Pump track 
• Sounds good. However, Restrooms and sidewalks for accessibility should be a priority over 

these amenities. 
• Very important to people who care about education among these topics but doesn’t appeal 

to a broad demographic. although I do think that these topics are important Restrooms 
should be moved up in priority. These are nice additions to our community. 

• All of these are awesome. 
• Pump Track. 
• Tier 2 would be an asset to the community. 



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 
• Geology exploration zone. 
• All the above if budget allows!... Park area should be for everyone. 
• I wish some of these were within the Tier 1 options! Especially after COVID, it's more 

important than ever to get education outside into the world around us. 
• Hope the Botanical Garden happens. 
• I certainly think that outdoor learning opportunities and additional areas for Learners of all 

ages to take part in are great options if the budget allows. 
• n/a 
• 17 or 15 
• BMX track. 
• Idk if an astronomy pad could be warranted as top of this list unless it was decorative or 

interpretive. Gardens and geology zones should be moved up. 
• Please ensure these are accessible. Consider wheelchair raised beds for garden access. 
• More waste of money. These are all things people can do at home. We need activities for 

people that we can’t do in our yards. 
• Support. 

The County is applying for a park grant in 2021 that would allow for additional park 
amenities at a future date. Under Tier 3, the following services below could be 
included in the park design. Please provide your feedback on the Tier 2 amenities:34 
responses 

• A pump track for bikes. 
• I think restrooms should be in tier 1. However, i agree that all of these amenities would be 

awesome!! 
• Restrooms should be included in Tier 1, even if just ADA porta potties (Google Pajaro River 

Picnic Area for photo of attractive affordable screen) until funding becomes available. 
• Bathrooms are always a welcome sight for a runner lol what about an archery area? 
• I think bathrooms are a necessity along with other things for people to do. 
• 16-19 would be great. 20 can be chaotic in this area. 
• restrooms 4 sure and have water and electricity at the RC track so people can charge there 

batteries and water 4 the track to keep dust down. 
• Much needed. 
• Need it. 
• I'd like to see the restrooms move to Tier 1. I don't know what kind of sports would be 

allowed in #18...I would vote against any sort of skateboard type area. 
• Amphitheater. 
• Bathrooms should be a priority. 
• Pickleball. 
• DOG PARK NOW. WE DON'T HAVE A SAFE, FENCED, NICE, CENTRALLY LOCATED DOG PARK 

FOR ALL OUR PETS TO RUN N PLAY. 
• Restroom. 
• Restroom. 
• Restrooms and sidewalks should be part of tier one. 
• It would be awesome to have these recreational activities available as well if the budget 

allows! 



2021 Riverview Regional Park Specific Survey Responses 
• Restrooms are essential. All of these would be great additions. 
• A county run business like Morgan Hill Aquatics Center that hires trained high school and 

college students would be great for community. 
• Restroom. 
• Tier 3 would be an asset to the community. 
• Restroom. But also, maybe showers that can be used with a quarter or coin system that can 

be used by the homeless if needed. 
• No pickleball!! Lol 
• Seems like the restrooms option would be earlier in the tiers. If not, then I hope at least there 

will be portable toilets, otherwise it will limit the use of the park for families. 
• Restrooms are a priority. 
• I would love to see all of these things come to fruition. They are all spectacular ideas that 

foster community and get people together so we can meet one another. 
• n/a 
• 22 
• Bathrooms we have enough baseball parks in this town that no one uses. 
• That all looks good. If a restroom wouldn't be offered till tier three there has to be outdoor 

facility for the public. I like the public "green" restroom at Dolores Park in San Francisco. 
• If these are added, please ensure they are accessible for people with different types of 

disabilities. 
• No kid wants to learn while on a playground. The playground is time for kids to think freely 

and have fun, not be thinking about school still. Amphitheater is a good choice. 
• Support. 





Resource Management Agency
Riverview Regional Park Update



 The State of California is offering Regional Park grants of up to $3M, available only to 
Counties and special districts for projects larger than 45 acres. 

 In May, San Benito County RMA Staff conducted a public outreach campaign to receive 
feedback on the County Park program and to encourage feedback on design ideas for the 
Riverview Regional Park. 

 This multifaceted campaign, required by the Prop 68 grant application, included traditional 
on-site public meetings and an electronic survey. 

 Staff received wide ranging feedback Over 3oo individual responses and worked with our 
consultant the Wallace Group to create a concept design to move forward with the grant 
process. 



 Working with the designer, staff incorporated many of the specific features that were 
requested from the public. 

 Our property does have some restrictions and we were not able to accommodate all requests. 
 Adjacent to the high school, Staff focused on the incredible opportunities that the park’s 

location provides for dual programming and shared resources. 
 Other amenities were included because they create opportunities for additional public private 

partnerships and also create unique recreational experiences for our community. 
 We tried not to repeat features available at other local parks. 



 Endeavor to construct dual use areas to maximize the public 
investment. 

 Example: A picnic area that is heavily used on weekends and rarely 
used during the week could become an outdoor classroom during 
the week.





Pickleball & Sport 
CourtsCommunity 

Garden

Pump Track



Bathroom &
Maintenance

Group 
Exercise

Picnic & 
Classroom

Amphitheater





Botanical 
Gardens

Cement Circle



Playground



Softball



9-Hole Disc Golf





Geologic 
Exploration

RC Car Facility



 Drop Area
 Sundial
 Paved Slope
 Astronomy Circle
 Rocket Launch Pad



 Riparian Corridor
 Interpretive Signage
 Sensory Garden
 Native Plant Garden
 Designated Transect areas
 Citizen Science



 Amphitheater



 Labeled with notes
 Actual musical instruments
that are Tuned

 Designed by musicians



 Pi Shrine
 Protractor Swing
 Fibonacci Spiral
 Unit Circle
 Four quadrant Graph



 “Periodic” Tables
 Possible future splashpad
 Water Quality



 Completion of the grant package
 Presentation of the bid package to the BOS for the parking lot 

and trash facilities.
 Construction of the parking lot Spring 2022.





SBC River Park 
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