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- 1955 REPCRT ON CRODS

The office wishes to thank the producefs, packers and
buyers for furnishing the figures cbntained in this reporti

However this revort is only an estimate., Some changes
may. be necessary,when_complete returng are available. This

is the story as we found it.

1951mmmmmmmmm e e rm——m e $17?250,490,oo
1952 mmmmmemmmmmmmnmmanm e memnme =19, 005, 539, 00
1053 -mmmam e {318, 852, 504 4 Q0
7 PR cmmimmmmmmmnan === $16,115, 207,00
1955====== mmmesmmm e ——— e e e o= (3] 6, 914, 097,00

The gross income for 1955 by crops follows. IHemember

these are gross figures and only represent sales and nob
- o amlagoristeps

net profit. In fTact some crops were produced at a very

small profit or none at all.
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FRUIT & NUT CROPS

PRICE
CROP_ | ACRES _UNITS __PER UNIT GROSS _VALUE
Apricots-anned;-;---------;-11,500 tongmmnd 00,00mmmm- 81,035, 000,00
Apricots—?fésh—--f ----------- 100 tons~-~ 90.00----- g,000,00
Apricots-nriedu;---- --------- 2,280 tons=-- 750,00----- 1,710,000.00
Apricots-Baby Food & Julce-=- 1,560 tong~-- 70.00=ew-=  109,200,00
Apriéots—Total -------- 4,139-~26,750 tona~Fresh Basis--- 2,863,200.00
ADDPLESmmmmmmmmmmmmmmen  183a= 3,015 tons--~- 40,00----= 120, 600.00
Grapes-Wine--=eow-mun- - 905-- 2,845 tongw== 38,00mm=-- 102, 420, 00
Pears-Bartlett-Canned- 253-- 3,146 tong-e=e 68,00=mm--= 213, 928,00
Pears-Bartlett-Processed=---- 176 tons--- 45,00----- 7,920.00
Pears-0ther-------w--- 488-- 7,074 tons--- 58,50-=rnr= .415,829,00
Prunes-Prench-c-eemew-2, 678-- 4,152V€0ns--- eso,odff;--_l,o58,ooo.oo
Prunes-0ther-------r-- 557-- 708 tong=s= 300,00==~=- 212,400, 00
Prunes-~Sub Standard-e-e=m---= 588 tans-40,00 & 150,00 __56,820,00
WaINUE S mm o me m e mem=-1,04%-w 1,743 tons—-- 6qo.oo;---§ 1,045,800.00
Peaches-Cannedemeemma—n==ua) ~
Peaches¥Dried -------------- %
CherrieSemmrmemc e e cene ;——--—-—---wn—n— ------------ 57,425,00
Almondgm——em=—mn=-- ———-n---~~% | |
DOTAL = m mmm e mmm o mrm e e m o $6,122,542.,00
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ROW_CROES
_ PRICE

CROP ACRES UNITS FPER UNIT  GROSS VALUE

237 5. 377 7980  392.%73
Sugar Beetg-—=———- 3,84 F—mmem 64,720 tong---% 13.00--% B841,350.00
Garlioe——m———————- 'ggg ~~~~~ 72,000 sackge- kllgoo-- ?92,000,00
Potatoesm—mmmmm===l,700mm=n 323,000 sackg—— 2:35--  759,050.,00
SPLNACH= = 127m-mem 1,204 tonms--- 23.00--  27,692.00
Ooniong=———=—- e Q0w m e 5é,OOO gacks—~  1,10-- 59,400.00
Tomatoes-Canned---1,600--—~=~ 27,910 tons-—- 22,60-- 627,975.00
Tomat0es—Gr € enmmm—m meiem 2,210 tons—e- 44,00--  ©7,240.00
Lettuce-8pring——-= 362«<——==x 45,240 crates- 2.4D-—- 110,838,00
Lettuce~8ummér——-- b3 ) IR 104,185 crates- 3.6b6-- 380,275.00
Lettuce-Fallew——--- 449~ ——m 89,800 crates- 3.80-- 287,360.00
S66d 0ropg-—mm——m2 ,356-mmmm --- 250.00--  £89,000,00
Strawberrigg——m———- 18mecwem 22,500 crates- 2£.30-- - 51,750.00
Carrotgmm—mmmmmama= 216m—emem 75,600 crates- 5¢2Q~~ £41,920.00
Misc. Grops—wn——wwu——-———5-—----—-m--_-~---nm-§ ----- 230,202.00
POT AL e e oo o e e e e e e m e 5, 096 , 062 , 00

Migcellaneous crons are peas, Lima beang, table beets, bell
peppers, green onions, sweet corn; bush berries, broeccoli,
cauliflower, cotton, squééh.and honey.

Seed crops include seed beans, hybrid seed corn, mustard,
turnip, radish, broeccoli, celery, squash, peppers, brussel:
gprouts, sweet peas, salisfy, onions, cabbage, tomatoes, lettuce,
carrots, stock, verbena, calendula, zinnia, aster, larkspur and

centaurea.
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? - LIVESTOCK & POULTRY

PRICE
CROP e UNITS PER UNIT GROSS VALUE
Beef % Calvegew=== weew~ 15,000 head«~h$170500 ----- %2,550,000,00
Lambs ~~-=~- g---;-ha----~ 6,500 heademm 16,00«nwax 104, 000,00
Woolammmemmmmmsmm cece= 55,000 ibS.ee=  o42awens 23,100,00
Butterfat-Manufactured- 205,000 lbs.,--- +8lecnm- 156,050,00
Butterfat-larket-memmme 46,000 1bS,m==  LeS83==wa- 56, 530,00
Brollers-eseemmmremaan-= 396,000 head--- £ 297, 000,00
flens for Meaf-m-mmm=w== 40,000 heade~= | o63=-w=- 25,200,00
Eggs=mmmmmmm e m— e ——mm e 1,516,575 d0z.-~- W4Bmamua  B22,458,00
TUPKOYS == m == = P 113,000 head--- .30 lb.-  678,000,00
HogS=m=c====u= R - 1,800 headmwe=  30,00----- __54,000,00
TOT AT m e e e o 84,636, 388,00
FPIZLD CRCPS

| PRICE
CROP ACRES mIrs __PER UNIT  GROSS VALUE
Barley-~-me=nn= 20, 511-~545,207-100 aks,--{ 2420-w3 769,631,00

Wheat & 0ats~- 1,500m= 22,000-100# K8, w 5,00 & 3.40-=  74,400,00
HaymAllmmmmwn 10,200-= 8,500 tong-e-—n=-= 56,50-- 225,9250,00

T OT A T ot oo m o e ~$1,059,281,00
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SUMMARY
CROPS GROSS VALUE
ROW (IOPE==m = — et e 5,096,062,00
Fruit and Nut Cropg—---- i e s e e 6,122,542, 00
LiVestock and Poulipy——eem e e - -4,656,588.00"
Grain ond Hay=mow—mmoim oo oo s o m e 1,059.281.00
POTALmwes e ;___,q___m_m____“_; ________________ ——— $16,914,073,00

855 _GROP_RTVIEY
Apricota - The srop was ons of the larger ones for Szn
Benitc County. Crchard heating couts to prevent frost damzge
were bhiga, Thinning was cogtiy as the orop was very heavy in

mogt orchards. Good growtn of the trees and a favorable

weather eituatlon during harvegt resulted in belter sizes than

had been antlcipsted. Both the cannery and dried prlces were
down from 1934, reflecting the heavier state supply whidh was
well above the 1954 crop.

Apple prices were down again apparsntly the result of a

L}

bigger national crop.

Bartlett pear prices were the gsame as in 1954 in spite of
a smaller state crop. A larger supply of canning pears in
Oregon and Washington waf glven as a reason for keeping prices
at 1954 levels. In San Benito County %he total crop was
smaller than the 1854 crop, but slzes were more saticfactory.
Hordy pears falled to sive and resulbted in a considerable
tonnege velng wasted, Pnssihlé.frost injury and poor growing

condiiiong were thought responsible for the small sizes.

6
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.Winter ﬁelis pears were difficnlt to move as baby food manu-

facturers reduced their buying; There was a bilg loss of these

pears due to préﬁature dropping of the frult.

Prune yields were down, but sizes were better as were
prices. Offers for larger sized prunes were at record levels.
A short state crop was the main reason for the higher prices,

| Walnut ylelds were leés, and a considerable damage was
caused by the high temperatures during early Saptember} Agéin
the reduéed yields brought prices up. Also competing nuts such.

as pecans and filberts were in short.supply, and helped walnut

- growers obtain better prices.

The small national and state peach ecrop resulted in high-
er prices for canning dried peaches.

ROW CROPS

Sugar Beet returns per ton were somewhét lower due to the
lower sugar content of the beets this year., Poor growing
condltions appafently brought this about.

Potato.planting was about the same,_but prices were
lower for mid season sales but were up on 1éte sales,

Tomato acreage and tonnages were up. A long harvest
season resulted in generally favorable ylelds, Weather
conditiona reduced the crop in other gtates, which benefited
Californla producers.

Onidn yields were good but acreage was small,

Lettuce acreapge was about the same and growers who could
market lettuce during the whole season had a fairly satisfact-

oOry year.




Strawberry acreage about the same with a slight increase
in prices for freezer berries. |

Seed bean acreage increased, but yilelds varied from good
to poor. A few beans were spoiled by late_November rains.

~ The weather for the winter of 1954-1955 was characterized

by a.iopg cold dry period which delayed winter plant gfowth.‘
Gréiﬁ and range growth was below normal and only the late
spring rains saved the crops from being a fallure,

The summer was relatively cool except for the early
September hot period which was damaging to walnuts, prunes,
beans, Sugar beeté, lettuce and tomatoes. Harvest dates‘wére

from 10 days to two weeks later than normal, but rainfall and

frost did not occur until late November, making the harvest of

fall maturing crops the most faveorable one grdwers have had.

in many years,

1955 PEST CONDITIONS

Oriental Fruit Moth was found in a home orchard for the

first time in the county., This pest has been known in the state

for a number of years but has not been‘of majof importance
except in a few instances. How important it may become only
time will tell. It 1s primarily s peach pest, but attacks
other fruits as well.

Spotted‘Alfalfa Aphid that has.been’cauéing a lot of
trouble in parts of Célifornia has not been found in the
Hollistér area, but a few aphids were piéked up in the Panoche -
Valley. | | o

Pear Blight was more abundant on ornamentals in home

8




gardens and might indicate that the disease would become more
important in our pear and apple orchards next year. The‘last
epldemic year for this disease was in 1930. This disease 1s
very expensive to control and in that year resulted in the
removal of a considerable acreage of pear trees. Ve will try
to get rid of the dlsease in the home gardeﬁs before spring
blossom-time,

"alnut Blight was the cause of some losses but in general
was not as damaging as 1t was in 1954.

A survey was made, by'the use of bailt traps, to determine
whether or not there was any alnnt Husk Fly In the county.
None was found, FThe pest has been found in one northern
Califdrnia county and its spread to San Benito County is like-
1y unless eradication measures are undertaken. The cosﬁ of

controlling this pest to San Benito County growefs could very

_ well amount to over $50,000,00 per year. It ls hoped success-

ful eradication measures will bs undertaken.

An increasing amount o? Malathion was used for aphis,
leaf hopper and splder control this season, |

Walnut growers reported that Parathlon was not'éiving
satisfactory control of Walnub Aphis after several years of
good results. A few growers used Systox and OMPA.and were
well pleased with this spray. A great deal of the acreage
this  year was treated with Halathion. | |

Régﬁlations have been tightened regarding the use of the
organic phosphates such as Pafathion, Systox, ONPA and TEFP,

There were a number of deaths caused by the careless use of

2




these materials and a stricter control was deemsd advisable,
The Prune Aphid was very troublegome on prunes this
year and in many orchards it required two sprays to keep this

peqt in check.

The control of ground squirve]s was continued and some

nev areas were polsoned for the first time this year., Generally

effective results were accomplished,

Gophers continue to be a problem causing damage to crops,

particularly in those farming areas adjacent to range land.

This office continued the control of Noxious Weeds along

county; state and railroad rights of way. Small infestations

of Hoary Cfess? Canadian Thistle, Russian Knapweed, Purple
Staﬁ Thisﬁle, Puncture Vine, Yhite Horse Nettle and Loco Weed
havé'been eradicated by the use of soll sterilizing agents,
Control of the seedihu of these weeds to prevent seeds from
being carried to new 1ocat10nq has been carried out,

 The road department of the state,and the county
supefv1sors have bgen very ceoperative in making this work
effebtive by providing the money for this very important
activity. The Southern Pacific railroad has been very help-
ful in providing funds to control noxious weeds on thelr
propefty.

The eradlcation of °mall areas of Canadian Thistle by
the injectlon of Carbon Bisulphide looks promising. This
material 1s expensive where large acreages are 1nvolved the
cost being about uSO0,00 per acre. Fowever, for small

infestations, if eradication can be accomplished the cost

10
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would no# be unfeaéOnable. At the present time we are trying
to reduce the number of plants per acre by the use of low cost
sprays, so that an eradication can be accomplished by using
Carbon Bisulpvbide or other soill sterilants to complete the job.

Some gréwers on lénd infested with Canadian Thistle have
developed a cropping program which enables them to grow crops
without exceéSiVe control costs, Deep plowing followed by
planting such relatively quick méturing crops as lettuce,
spinach, potatoes in summer and such winter growing cfops as
broccoll, garlic, green onions and cauliflower.

Yellow Star Thistle infésts a conslderable acreagé in
the county, and the office 1s attemptimg to expand a control
program for this weed, A large acreace vas SPrajed rrith
county equipment this yeér with the cooperation of the growers
and progress'in preventing the'furthéf spread of this weéd‘is
encouraging. o

- The Russian Thistle is not only a weed pest'in'grain
fields but acts as an alternate host of the leaf noppers, the
carriers of the eurly top disease of beets, and the western
blight disease of tomatoes. These crops are important in
San Benito County. FOr sevefal vyears abttempts have been made
to reduce the growth and seeding of thils thistle, 3State
agencies spray Russian Thistle to 7111l the hoppers after
surveyé show the numbers and the amount of disease the hoppers
are carrying. This year some time was spent in burning these
weeds. These are the weeds which after they are mature, be-
coms the much publicized "tumble wsed," After the wind rolls

them along, their course can be traced next spring by the path-

11




way of seedling thistles that develop. This weed will take
time and much effort to control, However it is thought that y
the seed is not a long lived one, and that one seeding in this

czse will not need the proverbisl "ten years of weeding." |

AGRICULTUEAL COMMTISSICNER

ANFUAL ¥WOEK_REEONT FOR_1955 :

NURSEEY INSEECTION

Number of complete nursery inspectionge—e—eeesmemam——— 5

INSECT PEST SURVEYS ' ' : o ' ;

- s . : P : : i
Fropertieg ingpected in insect pest surveys——-—-vemaw= 55 5
Man hours spent in insect pest surveys-———————ecevee=n- . 80 j

PLANT CUARANTINE INTERSTATE SEIPMENTS . ,

Shipments pasSed—-——a——w—-ﬂ———“—-———~—-"*--*‘-'“;—“‘“-. 83 ;
Plants passedomm—mmm USROS N 180,705 5
SHLpPHENts rejeetademmmmmmmmm oo m oo e 5 |
 Pianfs rejeétéd——n——~n—~————L—f -------------------- - 5;104 L
PLANT QUARANTING INTRASTAVE SHIPHENTS 3
shipmehts D818 8 @ w mmmommm mmcrn  mm m 105 E
Plante passéd ——————————————— e m e m e 206,828 |
Shipments rejécﬁed?~—¥ ————— OV — 11 !
Piants rejecteldmm—m—- N S 24 %
WEED CONTROL |
Acres sprayed ----- e s 625 {
Miles df road patrbiléd TOr Weedgmme rm e e 11,203 i

12
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Gallons of Diegel 01l used-evmm—cma—aa e e 14,278
Gallong Of SiN0X UBEBA-~imm— oo — e e e 72
Quarts oOf 2-4-D USEE-—mmrer e ——— e 1,587
Foundg of Telvar W usede—mm—mo e e e e i m s e A4
Pounds OFf AMAZOl UG-t m et i i i i e e 70
Pounds of'Amapg usedmm—--;-—~d—+ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 1,340
Founds of Sodium TCA USEQuwmmmm e — e e e e —imcem 68
Man Hours spent in weed control Worke—-—————a oo 3,967

Cost of Opération——— e e $14,684,18
RODENT AND FEST ANIMNAL CONTROL

Aores treatede—— oo 286,043
Founds of Poisoned bait USEA=mmmmmm e e 27,508
Gallong of Carbon Bisulphide BEEG-—mmoamcme oo 202
Number of 20 c.c. ampoules Methyl Bromide usedm—-am-u 730
Hours of County labor———*—4~——f————-——¥—j—~~——~——**~— . 3,617
Hours of Ranch 1abhor—me—e—meeoe oo e e 2,716
Hours of Horse LT @ e e e - 4,145
Cost of OperabtloN-m———w—- F—m~—--—----—~f~~—~-—;—~-—~-§14,559-74

CONTEOL OF RODENT BORN DISEASE (PIAGUE)

Acres trenfelem e m o e e 45)558
Founds of Poigoned balts Ugedemm o cmcr et e 1,903
Gallons:of Carbon Bisulphide ugede——mmcmemm e - 25
Number of 20 c.,c. ampoules Methyl Bromide'used ——————— 2,399
Hourg of County lebhoreme— e e e 424
Hours of Rahch Labore——em oo oo oo : - 176
Hours of HOrge Niree e e e e e 102
008t OF OPEIATLON m o o e o e e e e 5 1,527.44
13




APIARY INSFEGTION

Apiaries registered in county-—e—cecmmmeee——. 6
Golonies registeréd in county—=—smmmm e 117
Apiariés entering county———ee o - 28
Colonies entéfihg‘county--uh _________________ 2,842
Aplaries léaving county—--—~_; _______________ 23
Colonies legVing COUNDTYmwmmmmm—me oo e 1,861
FRUIT, NUT AND VEGETABLE STANDARDIZATION

Man hoursg spent in inspectiofemeccommmmmmean ' 182
Number of containers “for which clearances

WEre 188UE0—ma e e e — 33,203

FIELD & C°CHARD INSPECTION AND FEST CONTROL

Man hours spent 1n Field & Orchard'Inspéétion'

and Pest Conbrolammmm oo 800 .
Fermits issued for the uge of injurious
MATETLE LS m e o e e e o e e 196

Acres treated by Aircraft in county-——w-- —— 21,9563

Acres Lreated by Licensed ground peat control

cperators in C OUNL b m o e o o e e e e e - 7,219

Estimated total acreage treated by other than

Licensed Pegt Contrel Operators——; ----------- - 27,930 i

14 5&
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SEALER OF WEIGHTS & MEASURES

ANNUAI, WORK REPORT FOR 1955

SGALES

Sealed without correction-—-——— oo 157
Sealed after correction--—-- <k i m 2 v i - 58
Found "Out 0f 0rder” — e m oo e e T 24
Sealed withouﬁ COrYestion mibm oL 224
Sealea after correctionececaemmm—u- e e e e 26
Found "0ut of Order —m o o 2

Condemned and Confiscatede—mmm o 2

LIQUID PUMFS AND METERS

Sealed without correction-emem o e, e o1
Sealed after correction——w— e e e 17
- Found B0ut 0f Order! o e e e )

LIGUID CAFACITY MEASURES

Sealed without correctioNewemememmm e 1084

Sealed after correction—-t e~ 5

FARI. HOLDING MILK TANKS

Sealed without correotibn-m-----f--—---f___-*-, _____ 5
Sealed after cofrection--fT--a_ _____________________ 4
Found "Out of Order——— e oo 4

PACKAGES TNSPECTED

Found 1ighto— e e e e 3
Found Corratba s e e e e e e e et e e e e e e 79
lFound heavy———-_ﬂ~—~-_______“__“_~__n; ______________ 29
TOTAL: WEIGHTS & MEASURTS— e e e RS 040




of pears stopped during World War Two and the market has not yet
been regalned. |

The acreage of peaches has_decreésed during the past years
from a total of 028 geres in 1923 to the present figure of a
total in 1955 of 40 acres, The almond acreage was 126 acres 1n
1023 and now 1s listed ags 24, | | |

The acreage and production of wine grapes has gone down and
is only one half of the acreage that was grown thirty_years ago,
Low price and a low production per acre of unirrigated vine-
yards has been the cause of this reduction, However, a wine
company has started what has been reported to be a 1000 acre
planting in the Palcines area this year.

. ~0-

The acreage in row crops shifts, depending on price |
structures. The sugar beet ascreage under acreage allotments
will remain about stable. Garlid acreage is not likely to
1ncrease,.although it is about one-half the acreage that was .
once planted, Potato acreage pas been increasing slightly.
and the trend will probably continue. Onion acreage is down,
but never was very large in the county. The broccoll énd
cauliflower acreage has varled a great deal. The broceoll
acreage will increase in 1956.

The tomsto plantings wlll prcbably increase as yields
have improved since the introduction of improved varieties.

The lettuce acresge may increase slightly, but no large

inecrease is anticlpated.

17



geed crop acreage is foirly stable. ©Some seed bean aoreage
jncrease may develop as bean seed companies are reported to want
a large supply.

Strawberry plantings have beenh going down and any large
increase ig not probable.

Gotton plantings in the county are limited by allotments.

Other crops that may increase 1n 1956 sre sweet corn, bush
berriés and peppers.
| Cattle numbers inh the county are mostly dependent on raiha
fall., At this date (January) indications Tor plant range growth
are good. ‘ . |

No material changé in the number of sheep ralsed in the
'county ig likely. |

Hog production will 1likely go down as a result of the qharp
bfeak in hog prices this fall.

| .Milk pfoduction will do well to maintain its volume.

Egg productionlmay increase in 1956 as o result of better
feed-egg ratios. It has been reported that there will be an
increage in the number of chicken fryers produced in the county
in 1956. | |

The graln acreage may lncrease slightly although mgst of
_the avallable gfain'land is now planted. Some grain may hgve
| to bé repianted due o flooding conditlions, Late December and

January heavy rains delayed planting.
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