


SAN BENITO COUNTY 
Information Technology Committee 

Committee: 
Vice Chair of the Board of Supervisor Bob Tiffany, District 4 and 

Board of Supervisor Betsy Dirks, District 1 

SPECIAL AGENDA 

Thursday, March 17, 2022 
10:00 A.M. 

San Benito County Administration Building 
Board of Supervisors Chambers 

481 Fourth Street, Hollister, California 

Webinar ID: 861 1837 3693 
Webinar Password: 566170 

Pursuant to California Governor Gavin Newsom's Executive Order N-29-20 issued on 
March 17, 2020, relating to the convening of public meetings in response to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Additionally, members of the Board of Supervisors are allowed to attend 
the meeting via teleconference and to participate in the meeting to the same extent as if 
they were present. 

The meetings are open to the public, under the following conditions: All Attendees may 
attend the Board meeting in person and follow the State guidelines. If an attendee is not 
fully vaccinated, it is highly recommended that an attendee wears a face covering or 
face shield. All attendees must comply with any other rules of procedures/instructions 
announced by the Board of Supervisors and/or County Staff. The meeting will be 
available through Zoom and YouTube for those who wish to join or require 
accommodations with the instructions below: 

Through Zoom (https:/lzoom.us/join) per the instruction stated below 

Participating by Zoom: 
Three ways to attend Zoom meetings: on a web browser, through the Zoom App, or over the 
phone. Each webinar will have a webinar ID and password, which is a unique number 
associated with an instant or scheduled meeting (found at the top of this text). The chat feature 
is disabled for all participants. Additionally, the video function is not available to the public. 
Zoom regularly provides new versions of the Zoom desktop client and Zoom mobile app to 
release new security features and fix bugs. To ensure you can join the meeting and participate 
through public comment, please launch the web address to download the Zoom 
application: https://zoom.us/support/download. Furthermore, we recommend upgrading to the 
latest version of Zoom once it is available. Please visit https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-
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SAN BENITO 
COUNTY FREE 
LIBRARY 
TECHNOLOGY 
INITIATIVES



Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)

Overview
• Funded by the American Rescue Act of 2021
• Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is offering $7.17 billion in 

funding for schools and libraries
• Funding for hotspots, modems, routers, laptops, tablets, commercially 

available broadband service that provides fixed or mobile broadband 
connection for students and library patrons, and construction of new 
networks in limited instances where applicants can demonstrate that 
it has no available service options sufficient to support remote 
learning



Emergency Connectivity Fund (ECF)

Our Application
• A collaborative effort with County IT and San Benito County Office of 

Education
• Approximately $13 Million in funding
• 10,000 laptops & WiFi hotspots for checkout through the library, based on 

HHSA data for individuals receiving public assistance
• Equipment to provide the Library’s 10 gbps broadband connection at 

Migrant Center, parks, and other community locations, with focus on white 
spot areas identified by local jurisdictions

• Will provide infrastructure for possible future broadband expansion projects



Institute of Museum & Library 
Services (IMLS) $500,000 Grant

24-Hour Library Kiosk

• Holds 235 items
• Ability to broadcast WiFi signal to 

surrounding area
• 24-7 access to contactless checkout 

and return
• Ideal in case of pandemic or other 

emergency



• Off Hospital Road                 
& Riverview Way

• Approximately 4 miles    
from Library

• Near Migrant Center, low-
income housing and new 
housing developments



Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)

• Partnership with California State Library and the California Emerging 
Technology Fund to promote and provide education about ACP

• Federally funded through the Federal Communications Commission 
(FCC)

• Saves qualifying households up to $30 a month on high-speed home 
internet

• Qualifications: Free or Reduced School Lunch Program, CalFresh, 
Medi-Cal, WIC, Pell Grant, Household Income of $53,000 or less for a 
family of 4



Library Tech Tutorials

• Your First Click for computers, 
tablets, and smartphones

• Email Basics
• Using Library Databases
• E-Books, Audiobooks, and Streaming 

Services
• Social Media: Facebook, Instagram, 

Pinterest, and Goodreads
• Available at the Library, on the 

Bookmobile, and via Zoom



Library Literacy & Technology Mobile

• Via California State Library 
“Bringing the Library to You” 
grant 

• Tech Tutorials & Classes
• Laptop, tablet, and hotspot 

lending
• Hands-on Science, Engineering, 

Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) 
activities

• Broadcast WiFi signal



Visit us at sbcfl.org

As technology evolves, the library will also continue to 
adapt and evolve to empower our community members to 

access and utilize that technology.
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